
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE 



PENNSYLVANIA MAGAZINE 



HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY. 



Vol. XIX. 1895. No. 2. 



JOHN BECHTEL : HIS CONTKIBUTIONS TO LITEKA- 
TUEE, AND HIS DESCENDANTS. 

BY JOHN W. JORDAN. 

The moral and religious, as well as the social and political, 
condition of the Province of Pennsylvania about the year 
1740 was in many respects remarkable, for such a mixture 
of nationalities and languages, such a medley of opinions 
and views, so freely maintained and as freely proclaimed, 
could not be found elsewhere in the Provinces. The Ger- 
mans, who probably formed one-third of the population, 
had been for some years destitute of a settled ministry, in 
consequence of which many of them became divided into 
numerous sects, or had grown indifferent to all forms of 
religion. There were others, however, — men like John 
Bechtel, Henry Antes, John Adam Gruber, and Chris- 
topher Wiegner, — who, recognizing this deplorable state of 
affairs, desired to effect a change. They frequently met for 
consultation at the house of John Bechtel, in Germantown, 
and the project which had been always advocated by Antes 
— a union of all German sects and denominations — finally 
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prevailed. On December 26, 1741, he issued a circular in- 
viting representatives to attend a general meeting at Ger- 
mantown, " not for the purpose of disputing, but in order 
to treat peaceably concerning the most important articles 
of faith, and to ascertain how far they might agree on the 
most essential points, for the purpose of promoting mutual 
love and forebearance." A number of delegates assembled 
on January 12, 1742, at the house of Theobald Endt, situ- 
ated on the west side of Main Street, near Queen Lane, 
where was organized the first of the so-called " Pennsylva- 
nia Synods." During the ensuing ten months seven of 
these synods were held at different places, to which came 
delegates representing the Lutheran and German Reformed 
churches, Moravians, Tunkers, Schwenkfelders, Mennon- 
ites, Sabbatarians, Separatists, and Hermits. It is diffi- 
cult to determine whether the original purposes of those 
who convened these synods were always kept in view ; but, 
so far as we are acquainted with the proceedings, they were 
not, and finally, through denominational jealousies, the pro- 
ject failed. Eventually, John Bechtel, Henry Antes, and 
others united with the Moravians, being attracted by the 
preaching of Count Zinzendorf and impressed by the un- 
sectarian character of their labors in the Province. It was 
the activity and success of the Moravians which hastened 
the coming of Muhlenberg and Schlatter to care for the 
long-neglected members of their denominations. 

John Bechtel was born October 3, 1690, at Weinheim in 
the Palatinate, to which town his parents fled when the 
French sacked and burnt Pranckenthal, their native place. 
He was early sent to the parish school and also received a 
religious training, but he had the misfortune to lose his 
mother when he was nine years of age, and his father five 
years later. He was then sent to Heidelberg and appren- 
ticed to a wood-turner, and after serving his time, as was 
then the custom, spent the first three years of a journeyman 
in travelling through Germany, working at his trade. In 
1714 he returned to Heidelberg with the intention of making 
it his home, and the following year married; but in 1717 
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he removed to Franckenthal, where he carried on his trade. 
With his wife and three daughters, in 1726, he immigrated 
to Pennsylvania and settled in Germantown, where he re- 
sided for twenty years. His house and lot was located 
on Main Street, adjoined that of Theobald Endt, and was 
near by the residence of John Stephen Benezet, a promi- 
nent merchant of Philadelphia, whose three daughters mar- 
ried Moravian clergymen. 

Reared in the German Reformed Church, and being an 
earnest, pious man, two years after he settled in German- 
town he began to hold religious meetings for his Reformed 
brethren in the town, and was instrumental in doing much 
good prior to the arrival of Schlatter and the organization 
of a synod. At first he kept these meetings in his own 
house, not only on Sundays, but every morning and evening 
on week days. The congregation which he gathered built 
a small church on Market Square, and in 1733 he was given 
a call as pastor, and a license to preach was sent to him from 
Heidelberg University. He was not ordained, however, 
until April 18, 1742, and then by Bishop David Nitschmann, 
of the Moravian Church, in a session of the " Fifth Penn- 
sylvania Synod," to labor among his Reformed brethren 
who were connected with the Synod. Bechtel became ac- 
quainted with the Moravians through Bishop Spangenberg, 
whom he met, in 1738, at the house of Christopher Wiegner, 
on the Skippack, where he was sojourning after his re- 
turn from Georgia. At Wiegner's the " Associate Brethren 
of Skippack" met for worship, where Bechtel usually at- 
tended every four weeks. His daughter Margaret relates 
the meeting of her father with Count Zinzendorf : 

" On his arrival at New York, the Count wrote to my father 
to meet him in Philadelphia. Through fear of incurring 
the displeasure of such of his friends as had been prejudiced 
against the Count, he hesitated to comply with his request. 
I urged him to go, I gave him no rest, and as my verbal 
persuasions were of no avail, I ran to the pasture, caught 
his riding-horse and brought it saddled and bridled to the 
door. This appeal father could not resist, and from regard 
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to me, he rode to town to see the remarkable man, who im- 
pressed me deeply when I saw him next day at our house, 
and indelibly so, when not two weeks later I heard him for 
the first time proclaim the words of eternal life." 

During the various visits of Zinzendorf to Germantown 
he frequently preached in Bechtel's church, December 30, 
1741, being the date of his first appearance in an American 
pulpit. There were members of the congregation, how- 
ever, who were not in sympathy with the movement in 
which their pastor was associated with Henry Antes and 
others, and who also looked with suspicion and distrust on 
his intimacy with Zinzendorf, which culminated, in 1744, 
in his dismissal. 

In January of 1746, John Peter Miller, Englebert Lock, 
Jean de Dier, Peter Hoffman, Anthony Gilbert, Cornelius 
Weygandt, Marcus Muenser, and Hans Gerster, on behalf 
of themselves and other residents of Germantown, applied 
to the Moravians at Bethlehem to open a boarding-school 
for their children, and to further this object John Bechtel 
offered his house and lot to the church, which they ac- 
cepted. In September the school was opened, and the Rev. 
James Greening, of London, placed in charge. Boarding 
scholars were also admitted from Moravian congregations in 
other Provinces, and a limited number of day scholars were 
taken. The charge for tuition and board was six pounds 
per annum, but all laundry work for the pupils was to be 
done at the homes of their parents ! To aid in the main- 
tenance of the school, contributions of money and provi- 
sions were solicited in the congregations, and parents were 
requested not to visit their children too often, as it was detri- 
mental to discipline and interfered with their studies, and 
the indulgence in cakes or candy was considered prejudicial 
to good health. Among the pupils from Philadelphia were 
Nathaniel Evans, who became a clergyman of the Anglican 
Church and a poet of some merit, and Lazarus Stow, who 
during the Revolution was an officer in the Continental ser- 
vice, and whose father recast Independence bell for the 
State-House. In May of 1749 the school was discontinued 
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and the pupils transferred to other institutions of the 
church. 

When the Moravians accepted Bechtel's house and lot, he 
removed with his family to Bethlehem, where he was ap- 
pointed one of the wardens, and continued to work at his 
old trade until increasing years forced him to relinquish it. 
During the French and Indian wars he was particularly 
active in providing for the relief of the large number of 
refugees who sought shelter in the town. 

John Bechtel's reputation is not confined to his promi- 
nence in the religious movement among the Germans to 
which I have referred, but to his connection with that early 
era of Pennsylvania bibliography made famous through the 
imprints of Franklin, Bradford, and Saur. The need of a 
catechism for the use of all who were in union with the 
" Pennsylvania Synod" early became apparent, whereupon 
Zinzendorf and Bechtel, in March of 1742, began its com- 
pilation, based on the twelve articles adopted by the Bern 
Synod of 1532, in which a tendency towards Lutheranism is 
manifest, and by some was claimed to be in harmony with 
the doctrines of the Moravian Church. The manuscript was 
read in a session of the " Fifth Pennsylvania Synod," ap- 
proved, and ordered to be printed. As the printing-office 
of Christopher Saur was the only one in the Province fully 
equipped with German type, the job was first offered to him, 
but declined through pique towards some of the members 
of the Synod, upon which it was given to Franklin. In 
Franklin's office at this date was John Henry Miller, an 
expert German printer (subsequently the proprietor and 
publisher of the Staatsbote), who had accompanied Zinzen- 
dorf to Pennsylvania, to whom was assigned the manu- 
script ; but the office being without sufficient German letters, 
English had to be substituted in the publication. In a few 
weeks the first edition, a small l2mo of forty-two pages, 
was ready for distribution. The title reads : 

"Kurzer | Catechismus | vor etliche | Gemeinen Jesu j 
Aus der | Reformirten Religion | In Pennsylvania, | Die 
sich zum alten Berner Synodo halten : | Herausgegeben 



A Short 

CATECHISM 

FOR SOME 

Congregations 0/ JESUS 

Of the 

Reformed RELIGION 

In PENNSYLVANIA 

"Who keep to the ancient S y n o d of B E R N i 

Agreeable to 

The Doctrine 

Of the 

MORAVIAN CHURCH 

Firft publiflied 

In GERMAN, 

By 

JOHN BECHTEL, 

Minifter of the Word ofGOD. 



PHILADELPHIA. 

Printed by Isaiah Warner, almoft oppofite 

to Charles Brockden's in Che/nut- 

Strut. MDCCXLII 



Bechtel's Catechism, English edition. 



144 John Bechtel: Contributions to Literature, and Descendants. 

von | Johannes Bechteln 3 | Diener des Worts Gottes. | 
Philadelphia, | Gedruckt bey Benjamin Franklin, 1742. | " 
On the reverse of the title-page is the following adver- 
tisement : 

" Zu haben 

" In Philadelphia bey Stephen Benezet, 
" In Germantown bey Bechteln, 
" Im Falckner Schwamm bey H. Antes, 
" In Oley bey Johannes Leimbach dem 

" Aeltern, 
" In Lancaster Town bey Daniel Maquenet, 
" In Schippach bey G. Merckeln, 
" In Socken bey Jacob Bachman, 
" In den Forks bey Eyseck." 

An incident connected with a copy of this scarce imprint 
is of interest. When the Bev. Henry Harbaugh, D.D., was 
preparing his " Fathers of the German Beformed Church," 
his interest in the career of John Bechtel was so great as to 
induce the late Bishop Edmund de Schweinitz, S.T.D., of 
Bethlehem, to present the zealous author with a copy of 
the Catechism. Mr. Harbaugh loaned it to a friend, who 
loaned it to some one else, and this went on until it be- 
came lost. After a long and patient search, it was traced 
to that treasure-house of the world, the British Museum, 
and recovered. 

An English translation of the Catechism was prepared 
about the same time, and printed by Isaiah Warner. This 
second edition is a small 12mo of thirty-six pages, the title of 
which reads : 

" A Short | Catechism | for some | Congregations of Jesus 
| Of the | Beformed Beligion | In Pennsylvania, | Who 
keep to the ancient Synod of Bern ; | Agreeable to | The 
Doctrine | Of the | Moravian Church. | First published | 
In German, j By | John Bechtel, | Minister of the Word of 
God. | Philadelphia: | Printed by Isaiah Warner, almost 
opposite | to Charles Brockden's in Chesnut- | Street. 
MDCCXLII. | " 
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This edition contains no advertisement, but has additional 
matter under the following heading, pp. 34-36 : 

" To fill up a few vacant Pages, | here are added two Ab- 
stracts, | and one entire Hymn, from | the Moravian Hymn 
Book. | " 

Another edition (the third) was printed in Germany with 
the title-page and imprint of Franklin retained. It is a 
small 12mo of forty-four pages, and the copy in the library 
of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania was formerly in 
use at New Herrnhut, a Moravian mission station in Green- 
land. The title-page reads : 

"Purser | @atedjttfmu§ | SBoretlidje | ©emeincn^cfu | 2iu3ber | 
3iefortmtten Religion | 3n | Spennfyfoania, | Sie fid) jum dten 
93ernet ©fynobo | fatten: | £erau3gegebm | »on | ^ofyanneS 
SBectyteln, | SDimern be§ 2Bort§ @otte§. | ^itabefyfyta : ©ebrucft 
bety SBenjamin granffin, | 1742. | " 

During Zinzendorf s visitation to Pennsylvania he organ- 
ized a mission among the Swedes settled along the Dela- 
ware, in "West Jersey, and appointed two of his Moravian 
clergymen, who were graduates of the University of Upsala, 
to carry it on. One of their early converts was Olof Ma- 
lander, who in 1737 came from Sweden with Dylander to 
take charge of a parochial school. In 1743, while em- 
ployed in the printing-office of Benjamin Franklin, he pre- 
pared Bechtel's Catechism for publication in the Swedish 
language, and it was issued the same year from that office. 
It is a 12mo of thirty-five pages, and the title-page of this, 
the fourth edition, reads : 

"Enkort | Catechismus | FornSgra | Jesu Foersamlingar 
| Utaf then | Reformerta Religionen | Uti Pennsylvania, | 
Som halla sig til thet Berniska Synodo ; | Hwilket ar | En- 
ligit med Larone uti then | Maehriska Eyrkian. | Forst 
utgiswen i thet Tyska Spr&ket | Af Johanne Bechtel, | 
Guds Ords Tienare. | Philadelphia : | Tryckt hos Benjamin 
Franklin, | Aohr 1743. | " 

The advertisement in the first and third editions are 
omitted in this edition. 
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This is the rarest of all the editions of the Catechism, two 
copies of which only are known to us, — one in the library of 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, and the other in the 
Royal Library at Stockholm. 

John Bechtel was the compiler of one other work, a re- 
print of which is given in Fresenius's Nachrichten, Vol. III. p. 
740 et seq., with the following title : 

" Ahermaliger Vorschlag deselben wegen gedachter 
Schule, im Johannes Bechtel. Philadelphia, 1742." 

John Bechtel was married February 15, 1715, to Maria 
Appolonia Marret, who was born May 14, 1691, at Heidel- 
berg, to which city her parents fled from Metz, owing to the 
persecutions of the Protestants. After a married life of 
forty-three years, she died at Bethlehem, February 7, 1758, 
five daughters surviving her. 

Mary Agneta Bechtel was born at Franckenthal, Germany, 
September 19, 1719, and was married at Germantown, July 
5, 1739, to Cornelius Weygandt. With her family she re- 
moved, in 1755, to what is now called " Fountain Hill," 
South Bethlehem, and in 1760 to Forks Township, North- 
ampton County, where her husband had purchased a tract of 
land on the Bushkill Creek, from John Lefevre, adjoining 
that of the Delaware chieftain Tatamy. Here she died, May 
28, 1789, and was buried in the cemetery of the Moravian 
congregation at Schoeneck, of which she was one of the 
first members. Her husband, a son of Balthsar and Ottelia 
(Dimler) "Weygandt, was born March 6, 1713, at Osthofen, in 
the Palatinate, and was a member of the Lutheran Church. 
He came to Pennsylvania on the ship " Harle," from Rotter- 
dam, in 1736, and settled in Germantown. In addition to 
several minor offices which he held, he was from May 30 to 
November 11, 1776, a member of the Committee of Obser- 
vation and Committee of Correspondence of Northampton 
County. He died October 1, 1799, and was buried at Schoe- 
neck. Some of the descendants of this worthy couple are en- 
titled to more than a passing notice, for the literary strain of 
old John Bechtel has been developed in every generation for 
the past century and a half, and they have also filled respon- 
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sible positions in the civil and military service of the Com- 
monwealth. Their son, Jacob Weygandt, Sen., was born in 
Germantown, December 13, 1742. At the commencement 
of our war for independence he espoused the cause of the 
Colonies, and, with a company of Northampton County As- 
sociators, was captured at Fort Washington in November of 
1776. After his exchange he re-entered the service as cap- 
tain of the second company (the " Forks company") Fifth 
Battalion, Northampton County militia, and was stationed 
at Billingsport and other points in the defence of the Dela- 
ware. After peace was proclaimed he became a citizen of 
Easton, where, in 1793, he founded the first newspaper pub- 
lished in the county, the Eastoner Bothe und Northamptoner 
Kundschafier, in the editing and printing of which he was 
assisted by his son, Cornelius N. Weygandt. It was a folio 
sheet seventeen by eleven inches, with three columns to the 
page, the subscription price one dollar per annum, and it 
had a circulation the first year of about three hundred 
copies. In 1805 he founded and published Der Eastoner 
Deutsche Patriot, which he conducted for a number of years. 
These early newspapers largely moulded the political senti- 
ments of the German population among whom they circu- 
lated in the eastern section of the State. 

In addition to his journalistic labors, Captain Weygandt 
was prominently identified with the political interests of the 
county, serving a number of years as county commissioner, 
as first burgess of Easton, as a member of the Assembly 
from 1808 to 1811, and was a Presidential elector in 1809. 
He was married in 1769 to Catherine, daughter of . John 
Nolan, one of the earliest settlers and largest land-owners 
of Bethlehem Township. He died July 11, 1828, and left 
numerous descendants. 

Cornelius Nolan Weygandt was born in Forks Township, 
November 1, 1770, and, as has been stated, was associated 
with his father in the publication of the Bothe and the 
Patriot. He also served for some years as one of the bur- 
gesses of Easton. He married Susan, daughter of Captain 
Caspar Griinmayer, and died May 3, 1806. 
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Jacob Weygandt, Jr., his brother, was born June 30, 
1789, and began his journalistic life on the Patriot. In 1820 
he edited the Mountaineer, which, however, had a short life. 
On February 15, 1827, with Samuel Innes, he issued the 
first number of the Pennsylvania Argus, a folio thirteen by 
twenty and a half inches, with five columns to the page, 
which is still published in the interests of the Democratic 
party of the county. Its German edition, the Republikanische 
Presse, was issued the same day, but was discontinued three 
years later. The Argus was the first paper to nominate 
George Wolf for governor, and his claims were urged so 
boldly and ably that he was nominated the candidate of his 
party and elected. 

For thirty-five years Mr. "Weygandt served as justice of 
the peace, and from 1850 to 1851 as associate justice of the 
county courts, and was chief burgess of Easton from 1830 
to 1835, and again from 1852 to 1853. He was one of the 
fouuders and first trustees of Lafayette College, and, as cap- 
tain of the " Citizens' Volunteers," attended the reception 
of Lafayette in 1824, at Philadelphia. He died July 1, 
1861, without issue. 

Other prominent descendants of John Bechtel through 
the "Weygandt line are William Eichman, who in 1855 
founded the Easton Express, the first daily newspaper pub- 
lished in Northampton County and the Lehigh Valley ; 
Cornelius Weygandt (a son of Cornelius Nolan Weygandt, 
president of the Western National Bank, Philadelphia), a 
graduate of the "University of Pennsylvania, and a member 
of the editorial staff of the Evening Telegraph, of Philadel- 
phia; William B. Baldy, a former editor of the Montour 
American; Eugene Clifton, one of the proprietors of the 
Easton Free Press; Ethan Allen Weaver, a graduate of 
Lafayette College, late of the reportorial corps of the 
Easton Express, and now of the engineer department of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company, compiler of the "Wey- 
gandt Genealogy," and secretary of the Pennsylvania So- 
ciety of Sons of the Revolution ; Hon. William L. Sebring, 
late associate judge of the Northampton County courts; 
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Hon. William Sebring Kirkpatrick, late dean of the Law 
Department of Lafayette College, president judge of the 
county courts, and attorney-general of Pennsylvania ; Sam- 
uel S. and Linn Hartranft, sons of the late General and 
Governor John P. Hartranft; W. Herman Wilhelm, a gradu- 
ate of West Point, and Lieutenant Tenth United States In- 
fantry; Lieutenant-Colonel Peter Baldy, of the Twelfth 
Pennsylvania Eeserves ; and the late Jesse Godley, a gifted 
sculptor. 

Ann Margaret Beehtel was born at Franckenthal, Sep- 
tember 13, 1721, and in 1742 was married by Count Zin- 
zendorf to the Rev. Gottlob Biittner. She accompanied her 
husband to the Moravian mission among the Indians of 
New York and Connecticut, where he died in 1745 at She- 
comeco. She married, second, the Rev. John G. Young- 
man, a native of the Palatinate, and entered with him on a 
long and varied career in the mission service of the church, 
principally among the Indians. She has the reputation of 
being a proficient in both the Delaware and Mohican dialects. 

Mary Susan Beehtel was also born at Franckenthal, and 
in May of 1748 was married to the Rev. John Levering, a 
grandson of Gerhard Levering, one of the founders of Rox- 
borough, Philadelphia. Her husband died while they were 
employed in the negro mission on the island of Jamaica, 
West Indies. The Rt. Rev. J. Mortimer Levering, of Beth- 
lehem, is a descendant. In 1768 she was married to John 
Merck, of Bethlehem. 

Maria Apollonia Beehtel, born at Germantown, June 12, 
1733, was married to Christian Weber, of Bethlehem, and 
died December 27, 1808. There was another daughter con- 
cerning whom we know nothing. 

John Beehtel, after a long and active life, in April of 
1777 died at Bethlehem, highly respected by his brethren. 



